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From the Rabbi's Desk
Hebrew in America has a bemusing past. The 
Puritans, out of scriptural piety, once dreamed of 
establishing Hebrew as the national language.” 

– Cynthia Ozick, Jewish- American writer

I don’t know when my romance with the 
Hebrew language began. 

I was raised in a secular Jewish home without 
any connection to synagogue life. One day 
when the New York City public schools were 
on strike, my parents sent me to a local Hebrew 
school. Although I didn’t learn any Hebrew, 
I do remember learning the word “oasis,” an 
interesting word which conjured up exotic 
Middle Eastern images.

I grew up thinking of Hebrew as an obscure 
language which might serve as a password to 
become a “real Jew” – an insider in the Jewish 
world. I felt more like an outsider who caught 
occasional glimpses of Jewish life through a 
window. One such window was the Passover 
seder at my Oma’s house. The seder was filled 
with wonderful aromas and tastes, a festive 
mood and happy relatives. And there was read-
ing from the Haggadah, primarily in English, 
with a few mysterious sections “performed” in 
Hebrew.

My early twenties found me living far from 
New York and far from any Jewish popula-
tion center, in Olympia, WA. The cultural 
shock helped me realize, by contrast, that I was 

Jewish.  It made me want to connect with other 
Jews and to begin learning about being Jewish. 

I tried attending the local synagogue several 
times, but I didn’t have a positive experience. 
The synagogue there in the 1980s was not like 
CAA.  The people weren’t so welcoming to 
newcomers, particularly newcomers who didn’t 
know much about Jewish practice. There was 
no rabbi to teach me. The service was con-
ducted by a couple of congregants in mumbled 
rapid-fire Hebrew, incomprehensible to me. 

I stuck my nose in the door a few times over 
the years but had a similar experience, until 
they hired a rabbi. She led services mostly in 
Hebrew but her style of leading the service 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Kosher-Q . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Short Story Evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Community Kitchen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Tisha B’Av Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
See inside for details.

July/August
July 6 Electric Earth Concert 7:30 PM
July 7 Shabbat Service led by Jerry 7:00 PM 
 Kaufman and Scott Rodolitz
July 12 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
July 14 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
July 16 Monadnock Music Concert  3:00 PM
July 21 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
July 22 Meditation 9:00 AM
 Torah Service w/ 10:00 AM 
 lunch to follow
July 28 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
July 31 Tisha B’Av Service 7:30 PM
Aug. 4 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 6 Annual Kosher-Q 11:30 AM
Aug. 8 CAA Book Club - Short Story 7:00 PM 
 Evening
Aug. 9 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Aug. 11 Kavana Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug.18 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug.19  Outdoor Shabbat 10:00 AM
Aug. 25 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Aug. 26 Torah Service at Cathedral 10:00 AM 
 of the Pines/Lunch to follow
Aug. 31 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
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helped me grasp the mood 
and tone of the different 
prayers. And when she 
asked, “Who wants to learn 
Hebrew?” I leapt up waving 
both hands!

I learned the Hebrew Alef-
Bet at age 30 and was off and 
running. I avidly consumed 
the few levels of adult Hebrew 
classes that were offered at the synagogue. 
Where to get more Hebrew instruction? In 
those pre-internet days, the best option was 
taking Hebrew by correspondence class. I 
wrote my exercise answers and essays on 
paper, which I placed in a stamped envelope 
and deposited in the postal mail. In a week’s 
time, an envelope would arrive containing my 
corrected work. I took two Biblical Hebrew 
classes this way. Then I convened a small 
group of like-minded adult learners and we 
undertook to work our way through a three-
volume adult textbook for Modern Hebrew. 
When the group dwindled, I pleaded with the 
one remaining student to hang in there and fin-
ish the books with me. She did.

A delightful school pen-pal project through a 
fellow religious school principal in Israel gave 
the opportunity for our students to connect, 
and the principal and I also enjoyed corre-
sponding in Hebrew. I recall one winter day 
when I was biking and thinking about what 
news I might share in my next letter to my 
Israeli colleague. I suddenly slipped on an 
icy patch and went down. What amazed me 
was the thought in my head as I was falling – 
“nafalti mei ha-ofanayyim sheli” (“I fell off my 
bike”)!

As my Jewish involvement – personal and 
professional – increased, I began to seriously 
contemplate going to rabbinical or cantorial 
school. The quest to gain some degree of mas-
tery in Hebrew took on a new intensity. At 
the point that I was ready to apply to rabbini-
cal school, the biggest unknown was whether 
my Hebrew independent study program had 
brought me to the level of mastery I needed to 
enter rabbinical school. An online Hebrew class 
(technology had improved!) later, I faced the 
entrance exam.

I discovered that my reading and writing 
skills were strong, but not surprisingly, my 
listening and impromptu speaking skills were 
weaker. However, my Hebrew was sufficient 
for entering rabbinical school – what a relief! 
And what a chance to really dig in! At the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical School, I loved my 
courses in Biblical Hebrew, Rabbinic Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Modern Hebrew. 

I spent two years in Israel as part of my rabbin-
ic training.   I learned in a variety of settings, 
including yeshivas where most of the students 
were American and English was the language 
of instruction. I worked hard to improve my 
Hebrew so that I might be able to take courses 
where the class was conducted in Hebrew and 
my fellow students would be Israelis.

Some of the most enjoyable times I had in 
Israel were weekday evenings and summer 
mornings spent in ulpan (Hebrew immersion 
classes), studying along with international olim 
(new Israeli citizens) and Arab students from 
East Jerusalem. Ulpan helped me progress so 
that in my second year I could study in a vari-
ety of wonderful settings along with Israeli 
public school teachers, Israeli professionals, 
and Israeli rabbinical students.

Some settings were easier to function in. I 
would preview the professors’ classes and 
decide if I could manage their rate of speech, 
their accent, and the degree that the lecture 
was faithful to the reading material. In one cre-
ative study setting, Beit Midrash Elul, populat-
ed by secular and Orthodox adults interested 
in studying ancient texts together, I could kick 
off a discussion, but only understand a fraction 
of the spontaneous high-level conversation that 
followed.

I attended events outside of school, especially 
enjoying monthly offerings at the Beit Avi Chai 
cultural center. I felt that I was making tremen-
dous progress when I understood two off-color 
Israeli jokes there!

I love the Hebrew language and I long for 
opportunities to immerse in it. Last year, in 
conjunction with her studies for a dual Masters 
in Jewish Education and in Jewish Studies, 
Dale went for a three-week Hebrew immersion 
program at the Summer Language Institute 
in Middlebury, Vermont. Middlebury College 
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offers immersion programs in seven languages, 
including Hebrew. The students take a formal 
Language Pledge, vowing to speak only their 
target language throughout the weeks of the 
program. Because I could speak Hebrew, I was 
allowed to visit, which I did twice. I was able to 
sit in on classes, eat with the students in the caf-
eteria, and participate in after-class activities…
all conducted in Hebrew!

It was wonderful! And this July, I have made 
special arrangements to be able to attend the 
Language Institute while still returning to 
Keene to lead most of the Friday night services 
in July. I’m so excited for this opportunity!  The 
new CAA President, Ronnie Brown, will be able 
to get in touch with me in case of a synagogue 
emergency. Several of my rabbinic colleagues 
will be on emergency call as well.

I continue to be smitten with Hebrew. I love it 
as the language of our ancient, sacred texts, as 
well as a living, growing language reflecting 
cutting-edge Israeli culture. Hebrew “speaks” to 
me in a way no other language does. Revisiting 
my childhood impression, I do believe that 
knowledge of Hebrew can help a person feel 
more like a “Jewish insider,” even when one 
begins learning at an “advanced age,” as I did.

Although some might think I’m a geek for 
spending my vacation time studying, I’m 
thrilled to have this opportunity. I feel so fortu-
nate to be able to have a chance to study some-
thing I love so much.

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
Thank you for entrusting me with the position 
of President of Congregation Ahavas Achim. I 
am honored and look forward to working col-
laboratively with the Rabbi and the synagogue 
leadership. I am proud to be 
leading a welcoming, inclu-
sive congregational commu-
nity that provides spiritual 
sustenance through meaning-
ful services, lifelong education 
and an important connection 
to Jewish tradition.

My identity as a Jew is central 
to who I am. My parents were Ronnie Brown

founding members of a Reform congregation 
in Newington, Connecticut in 1956, when I was 
two years old. Our life cycle events at Temple 
Sinai included my brother’s Bar Mitzvah, my 
Bat Mitzvah, our confirmations, our weddings, 
my daughter’s baby naming and the funerals 
and burials of our parents and grandmother. 
We were active leaders of the congregation. I 
was the President of the Junior Youth Group. 
We attended services every Friday night and 
were known as the Browns – the family who 
prayed together and stayed together.

This foundation served me well as I lived in dif-
ferent parts of the country. I have been a mem-
ber of seven congregations and affiliated with 
three Havurot (two on college campuses) in six 
states! Most were Reform, one Conservative 
(the only shul in town in North Adams, MA 
where I lived for 12 years) and, since 1994, we 
have belonged to a Reconstructionist congrega-
tion in Maryland. From the inclusive, egalitar-
ian environment to the ideas about G-d being 
around us and within us, we were drawn to 
Reconstructionism. My roles in these congre-
gations included: worshiper, teacher, tutor, 
rehearsal pianist, youth group advisor, parent, 
meditation leader, choir and social action com-
mittee member. As a member of the board here 
at CAA for the past two years, I served as Chair 
of the Nathan E. Cohen lecture series, and as a 
member of the Religious Practices Committee, 
including the High Holy Days sub-committee; 
and the Finance Committee. 

I am now retired and living in Keene, but I 
directed the Substance Abuse Programs at the 
University of Maryland for the last 20 years 
of my career. My husband, Dan Fox, is a com-
puter scientist who is still working and living in 
Maryland (except for when he is in Keene).

Dan and I have been members of CAA since 
2010, becoming more active over the years 
as we have been able to spend more time in 
Keene. How lucky we all are to be part of such 
a vibrant, caring and spiritual community.  I am 
continually blown away by all the choices we 
have in worship experiences and adult educa-
tion thanks to the inspired thinking and creativ-
ity of our wonderful Rabbi, Amy Loewenthal 
and our brilliant Education Director, Dale 
Rosenberg. Daniella Yitzchak keeps us beauti-
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Patronize our advertisers! 
Congregation

 Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF 

THE MONADNOCK REGION.
Rabbi Amy Loewenthal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017-2018
Officers:
President Ronnie Brown  240-304-7803
Vice-President Jerry Kaufman 363-4481
Treasurer Jeff Cohen 398-5414
Financial Secretary Paul Bieber 242-3521
Recording Secretary  
 Andrea Levin 520-3645
Corresponding Secretary  
 Selena Katz 352-1644
Immediate Past President  
 David Kochman 903-0357
Trustees:
Serving until  2018 Judy Rubin 363-8432
 Roberta Visser 352-6184
 Scott Rodolitz 903-1121
Serving until  2019 Vivian Prunier  802-387-5875
 Wendy Platt 363-8230
 David Butler 588-8073
Serving until 2020 Jennifer Cohen 357-9982
 Marni Silverstein 357-7443 
 Pam Weinrieb 209-7786
Student representative to the board – Sarah Wendy 
Burman  355-2662

Bulletin Editor:   
Barbara Green (585-9059)  
blgreen@myfairpoint.net
Co-Editor
Sandy Kochman
sjkochman@yahoo.com

Printing and mailing of the Bulletin generously  
provided by C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue.  

fully informed with the weekly emails and han-
dles countless details to keep our shul running 
smoothly.  David Kochman has been invaluable 
as a mentor, source of synagogue history, and 
Quickbooks tutor. I appreciate his deep commit-
ment to CAA and I look forward to his contin-
ued guidance. 

We have so much going on at CAA and I 
believe there is room for even more!   The vast 
majority of Jews in the area are unaffiliated, 
with NH and VT being the least religiously 
affiliated in the US. I want us to attract new 
members by being the kind of place that people 
who don’t think they want to belong to a syna-
gogue will want to join.  Ways to make this hap-
pen include:

• Raising awareness through our work with 
the Cohen Center and the CALL program at 
Keene State College

• Working more closely with the Jewish 
Federation of New Hampshire

• Collaborating with regional leaders from the 
Reconstructionist Movement

• Energizing members who are looking for new 
ways to become connected, including those 
who are involved  in the work of Gemilut 
Hasadim – acts of loving kindness and Tikkun 
Olam – repairing the world

I am excited about working with our dynamic 
board of directors. We welcome your input. 
Thank you for your vote of confidence. 

Ronnie Brown, President 
ronniembrown@gmail.com
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Summer Time, When the Reading is Easy
By Dale Rosenberg
Many of us find we have more time for reading 
during the summer months.  Whether you’re 
looking for a relaxing Jewish-themed beach 
book, a volume about a current issue in Jewish 
life, or a sweet picture book to read to visiting 
grandchildren, the CAA Library has something 
for you. Consider these treasures:

Kellerman, Faye.  The Quality of Mercy.  A 
murder mystery set in Elizabethan England.  
Kellerman’s protagonist is Rebecca Lopez, the 
beautiful and adventurous daughter of the 
Queen’s physician.  Her family is from Spain 
and they are conversos -  Jews who converted 
to Christianity at the time of the Expulsion from 
Spain, but continued practicing their religion in 
secret.  Their clandestine Jewish practice contin-
ues in England.  It’s a complex plot, with Will 
Shakespeare as a character.  Lots of great his-
torical detail, an exciting plot, and well-drawn 
characters make this long book a fun read.  
Great for the rainy days on your ocean or lake 
vacation!

Dov Waxman.  Trouble in the Tribe:  the 
American Jewish Conflict Over Israel.   Dov 
Waxman thinks there is trouble in our “tribe” 
– the tribe of American Jewry.  The consensus 
about Israel and Israeli policy among American 
Jews has broken down in the fifty years since 
the Six Day War.  Waxman reviews what hap-
pened and why, and outlines eloquently the 
effect this disagreement is having on Jewish 
institutions from synagogues to lobbying 
groups to national Jewish organizations.  He 
also has ideas about what to do about this, how 
to deal with disagreement and move forward 
as a stronger Jewish community.  Waxman is a 
political scientist, teaching at Northeastern, and 
his book has copious footnotes and a huge bib-
liography.  His style, though, is not at all pro-
fessorial.  He writes in an easy, conversational 
manner making this book – in spite of its heavy 
subject matter – good summer reading.  

Isaac Bashevis Singer.  Why Noah Chose the 
Dove.  Pictures by Eric Carle. This gem of a 
picture book takes a midrashic approach to the 
story of Noah and the Ark, focusing on the dove 
Noah sends out as his messenger.  Many ani-
mals boast to Noah why they are the best of the 

animal kingdom but the dove does not. “Each 
of us has something the others does not,” she 
says wisely, pointing out that G-d has endowed 
all animals (and by implication, each individual 
person) differently.  We all need to use our tal-
ents well.  Lovely pictures in classic Eric Carle 
style, and a positive message.

Chabon, Michael Gentlemen of the Road. This 
brief novel was the December CAA Book Club 
selection and it was very popular with our 
readers.  Originally titled “Jews with Swords.”  
Chabon changed the title because he found it 
made people laugh.  Still it might be a more 
appropriate name for this rollicking adventure.  

Set in the Caucasus Mountains during the 
10th Century, this novel tells the story of two 
adventurers who attempt to restore a deposed 
prince of the Khazar Empire.  Zelikman and 
Amram, the book’s heroes, have little in com-
mon other than their Jewish heritage and their 
nihilistic view of life.  They live as “gentlemen 
of the road” – thieves and conmen who make 
their living by their wits and never stay in one 
place long enough to get caught.  In spite of 
their unsavory occupation and against their 
worse impulses they find themselves defending 
and escorting a young prince whose father was 
killed by a usurper.

This quick read is a real page-turner in the tra-
dition of Dumas and Sabatini, but with a Jewish 
focus.  In this swashbuckling tale the reader 
feels plunged into a long gone life and learns 
something about medieval Jewry in passing.  
With vivid line drawing illustrations by Gary 
Gianni. The library has multiple copies.

Richard Elliott Friedman.  Who Wrote the 
Bible?  Friedman, a biblical scholar and linguist, 
summarizes his research into who wrote the 
Torah.  Modern scholarship has agreed that the 
Five Books of Moses had multiple authorship 
for over 100 years.  But who wrote which parts?  
And who stitched it all together to make the 
Torah as we know it?  Friedman lays out the 
evidence he has collected and offers a compel-
ling – and quite convincing – hypothesis.

To borrow these - or many other fascinating 
books – just drop by the CAA Library.  It’s open 
any time the shul is.  For more info, contact 
Dale Rosenberg at eddirector.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com.
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Join Us at Ahavas Achim's  
50th Annual Kosher-Q
Sunday, August 6, 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 
Congregation Ahavas Achim
Don’t miss this event!  On the menu is 
kosher barbequed chicken with Charlotte’s 
famous secret sauce, fresh picked local corn 
steamed in the husk, rolls, cold drinks and 
juicy watermelon.  

This celebration of community, tradition and 
delicious kosher BBQ is sure to delight all! 
Enjoy your meal under the trees with friends 
and family, or order your meals “to go” - $15 
per adult, $10 per student, $5 for children 12 
and under.  Purchase tickets from a mem-
ber of the board or at the Kosher-Q.  Take a 
chance on raffles for great prizes! Kosher-Q 
proceeds benefit synagogue projects.

Those who have volunteered in the past, 
please return to your previous post.  As 
always, to volunteer, or for more informa-
tion, contact Malcolm Katz at 352-1644.

Check Out CAA’s New Website!
Keenesynagogue.org – CAA’s website – has 
a new look.  Volunteer and webmaster Elliott 
Greenblott had kept the website going for sev-
eral years, and we are so grateful to him.  Still, 
it became clear that what the shul needs going 
forward is a more modern home on the web, 
with features that allow staff to enter informa-
tion directly.  The redesign was much more than 
we could expect from a volunteer, even one as 
capable and devoted as Elliott.  So the Website 
Project was born.

Outgoing President David Kochman found a 
website designer to contract with:  Ed Harris 
of Eddie Studios, right here in Keene.  Rabbi 
Loewenthal and Daniella Yitzchak developed a 
site map.  Dale Rosenberg led the effort to write 
and edit content for the new site and Daniella 
and incoming President Ronnie Brown chose 
photos.  Dale and Daniella and Ronnie tested 
the site and Ed, our designer, corrected bugs 
as we found them.  Now the site is live, and 
we’re all really proud of it!  Some features you’ll 
notice:

• Upcoming Events are easy to find and can be 
updated any time by CAA staff.

• Hours and contact info are accessible from the 
home page.

• An easily updated calendar means you can 
always find out what’s happening at the 
shul and when it’s happening.  The calendar 
includes all the Jewish holidays for the year, as 
well as which parasha is each week.

• Torah and Haftarah blurbs for the Parasha of 
the Week provide summaries and brief com-
mentary.

• Donations to CAA can be made securely 
online, using credit cards or a Paypal account.

• Beautiful pictures of our shul and our congre-
gants in action are displayed throughout the 
site.

Check out the new website at keenesynagogue.
org.  If you’d like to tell us what you think of it, 
press the “Contact Us” button and let us know 
your impressions.

WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      
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Spear Family to receive Shem Tov Award 
Congregation Ahavas Achim and the Jewish 
Federation of New Hampshire will be honor-
ing the Spear family with a 2017 Shem Tov 
(Good Name) Award at the Federation Annual 
Meeting on September 10th.  The awards are 
presented to members of synagogues and other 
affiliated organizations in New Hampshire for 
outstanding leadership and voluntary service to 
the Jewish community.  

Noel, Trish, Jess and Abby Spear enjoy the love 
of community at Congregation Ahavas Achim 
(CAA) in Keene, NH.  Noel, a real estate attor-
ney, grew up at New City Jewish Center in 
New City, NY and Trish, a facilities planner, 
grew up at Vassar Temple in Poughkeepsie, 
NY.  Noel & Trish met at Cornell University 
and were married in 1994; they welcomed their 
daughter Jess in 1999 and Abby in 2001 while 
living in Short Hills, NJ.  In 2005, Noel relocated 
to C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc.in Keene, NH.  

The Spear Family found that CAA became their 
extended family.  Trish, a nine year member 
of the Synagogue Board of Trustees, was Chair 
of the Religious School Committee as well as 
Design Committee Chair for the Synagogue 
renovation and expansion. Noel joined Trish 

in the renovation and expansion efforts as 
Construction Chair.  

Jess and Abby grew up at Congregation Ahavas 
Achim, where they celebrated becoming a 
b’nai mitzvah.  Jess digitally categorized the 
synagogue library collection and was a two 
year Youth Representative to the Board.   Abby 
mentored the younger Religious School stu-
dents and joyously linked these students to 
CAA when she encountered them throughout 
her activities in Keene.  Our community always 
enjoys when Jess and Abby share their musi-
cal talents on the flute and alto saxophone.  
Jess and Abby feel at home at CAA. The Spear 
Family built on the ruach at Congregation 
Ahavas Achim and hope you feel it, too!

The CAA Book Club – Summer Short Story 
Evening
August 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Our shul’s book club has been having won-
derful discussions about a variety of books 
– novels, memoirs, even a brief book of theol-
ogy.  We’ll resume the club with a new book in 
the fall.  For a summer meeting, though, we’re 
going to try something a little different.  We’ll 
get together and read and discuss a couple of 
Jewish themed short stories.  

This time you don’t have to read anything in 
advance (although we will choose the stories 
and disseminate copies beforehand to anyone 
who wants them).  It’s a chance to enjoy the fun 
of Book Club without the commitment to read-
ing a whole book.  Plus, we can compare notes 
on summer vacations and compare tans, too.  
No need to RSVP.  See you August 8.

Dick Bacon Home Improvement
Fine Finish Carpentry

Interior/Exterior Painting
House Renovations—Doors and Windows

Recommended by CAA Members for work done in 
their homes and in the Synagogue.  Fully insured.

978-870-6786

The Spear Family, Trish, Jess, Abby and Noel
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Note the New CAA Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Contact: 603.352.6747 or secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com. Appointments with the 
Rabbi can be scheduled by emailing rabbi.
ahavas.achim@gmail.com

Adult Education Paused for July and August
Hebrew Classes, Parasha of the Week, and 
Saturday Night at the Movies on Hiatus until 
Fall
CAA offers two levels of Hebrew Classes, a 
weekly Torah Study group, and a monthly 
movie club throughout the year.  

In July and August we pause to enjoy the natu-
ral beauty of New Hampshire in summer and 
in acknowledgement of summer vacations that 
take many of our students away.  

See you in September – watch the website for 
details.

Electric Earth Concerts to Present
David Breitman plays Beethoven & Schubert
• Thursday, July 6, 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
• Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene 

The eminent fortepianist performs Beethoven’s 
late Bagatelles Op. 126 and his Sonata Op. 
109, as well as four of Schubert’s beloved 
Impromptus.

For more information: http:// 
electricearthconcerts. org/event/david-breitman-
plays-beethoven-schubert/ 

A Mitzvah Opportunity to Visit CAA Member 
Jerry Weinrieb
The children of longtime CAA members Jerry 
and Rose Weinrieb would like to invite you 
to visit Jerry as he recovers from surgery at 
Maplewood Nursing Home of Cheshire County 
in Westmoreland, NH.

Jerry has a medical condition which led to a 
recent leg amputation. He is currently recuper-
ating from this surgery and is working to regain 

independence. Jerry is quite social and would 
love to visit with community members!

Maplewood is located at 201 River Road in 
Westmoreland. The phone number of the facil-
ity is (603) 399-4912. Feel free to call Jerry at that 
number.  Alternately, you are free to just show 
up! Keep in mind that lunch is at 11:30 am and 
dinner is at 5:00 pm. 

Todah Rabah in advance!!!

Monadnock Music to Present 
Village Concert
• Sunday, July 16, 3:00 pm
• Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene 

Concert will end at 4:20 pm, reception to follow.

Piano Trio Performers:
Omar Chen Guey, violin
Rafael Popper-Keizer, cello
Vivian Choi, piano

Musical Program:
Augusta Read Thomas: Rumi Settings
Richard Danielpour: Faces of Guernica 
Gabriel Faure: Trio in d minor, op. 120 
Daniel Crozier: Nocturne (1997) 
Anton Arensky: Trio in f minor, op. 73 

This concert is one of the free Classical Music 
Concerts of the Monadnock Music Village Series

Volunteer at the Community Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at the Community 
Kitchen on Thursday, August 31st.  Please arrive 
by 4:45 to wash hands, don apron, hat, gloves 
and assume positions in the serving line or in 
the kitchen, and let the meal begin! We usually 
are finished by 6:45 and out the door.  All con-
gregants are invited to come and help out for all 
or even just part of the evening.  It is helpful to 
drop me a note or a call to let me know if you're 
coming (and how many).

Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or email: gm_
shapiro@yahoo.com



9

Congregation
 Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE  
OF THE MONADNOCK REGION

1

2
3

4
5

6
7:30 pm Electric Earth 
Concert at CAA

7
7:00 pm Jerry & Scott lead 
Erev Shabbat Service

8

9
10

 
11

12
7:00 pm Board of  
Directors Meeting

13
14

7:00 pm Shir Shabbat 
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Simchas for July/August
Birthdays
Gerald Eichner ................................ July 2
Martin Reisig............................ ...... July 3
Robin Sylvern ................................. July 4
Gary Shapiro ................................... July 5
Paul Bieber....................................... July 6
Jerry Kaufman..................................July 8
Elena Brander ................................. July 11
Rachel Moore .................................. July 11
Irene Shamas  .................................. July 11
Margaret Katherine Vogel ............ July 21
Rhett Landers  ................................ July 23
Neko Bull-Cohen....................... ..... July 24
Emma Bull-Cohen .......................... July 24
Henry McDonald ........................... July 24
Rick Cohen ...................................... July 25
Debra Rosenzweig  ........................ July 25
Craig Sylvern .................................. July 28
Roye Ginsberg ................................ July 30

Will Johnson .................................... August 11
Thomas Weller ................................ August 16
Cynthia Lytle  ................................. August 26
Merritt Schnipper  .......................... August 26
Jeffrey Halper ................................. August 27
Maggie Brush .................................. August 28
Elaine Ginsberg .............................. August 31
Christopher McDonald ................. August 31

Anniversaries
Elaine & Roye Ginsberg ................ July 17
Andrea & Alex Levin..................... July 20
Ronnie Brown & Daniel Fox  ....... August 13
Sharon & Clark Johnson ............... August 15
Wendy & Bruce Platt ..................... August 16
Cheryl & Jay Kahn ......................... August 19
Patricia & Stephen Weiner ............ August 29
Deborah & Jerry Kaufman ............ August 31

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Gather Together for Tisha B’Av
This mournful fast day in the summer com-
memorates the destruction of the Temples in 
Jerusalem, as well as other disasters that are 
traditionally said to occur on the 9th of the 
Hebrew month of Av. From the destruction 
of the center of Jewish life in Jerusalem to the 
beginning of the Crusades, to the expulsions 
from Spain and England, this solemn holiday 
gives voice to our people’s sorrow, but also to 
our resilience. 

We will gather on Erev Tisha B’Av and sit on 
the floor and read the book of Lamentations 
by candlelight. Rabbi Loewenthal, Cantor 

Kate Judd of the Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community(BAJC), and CAA congregants will 
chant in a beautifully heartbreaking melody.  
Then we’ll sing sad songs.  The mood is one of 
deep sorrow combined with a beautiful feeling 
of community togetherness.  If you’ve never 
come to Tisha B’Av services, give it a try.  If 
you’ve been before, you’ll want to come back.

Services begin at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, July 31. 
CAA and BAJC congregations will commemo-
rate the holiday together at CAA.
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 5778 – PREMLIMINARY 2017 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SELICHOT 
           Saturday, September 16  
  At BAJC in Brattleboro 7:30 PM
ROSH HA SHANAH 
         Erev Rosh ha Shanah Wednesday, September 20  
  Evening Service 6:30 PM
 Day One: Thursday, September 21   
  Morning Service 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
  Children’s Service 10:00 AM
  Tashlich at 1:30 pm at Black Brook (4 blocks from CAA)  
  Possible lunch at hosts’ homes*
  Day Two: Friday September 22
  Evening Service 6:15 PM
YOM KIPPUR 
 Kol Nidre: Friday, September 29 
  Evening service 6:15 PM        
 Yom Kippur: Saturday, September 30 
  Morning Service 9:00 AM 
  Children’s Service 10:00 AM
  Yizkor (Memorial Service) 1:30 PM
  Discussion/Chanting/Meditation sessions 2:30 to 4:30 PM
  Mincha Service with Haftarah Jonah 4:45 PM
  Ne’ilah begins 6:00 PM
  Havdallah begins 7:15 PM
  Communal "break the fast" vegetarian potluck follows 
*Hosts/Guests contact Daniella secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com by September 13.

Highlights of CAA Board Meeting
May 10, 2017
New England RRC President's Meeting.  
Ronnie Brown reported on the New England 
RRC President's Meeting, which was a 90 min-
ute conference call that occurred on April 26. 
There are 11 Reconstructionist congregations in 
New England. Seven congregations were repre-
sented in the phone call. The meeting focused 
on each president describing his/her congrega-
tion and saying what the top two challenges 
are for the congregation. The meeting made 
Ronnie aware of potential sister congregations 
in New England and the wealth of resources 
available among Reconstructionist congrega-

tions in New England. 

Passover De-brief.  Rabbi Loewenthal dis-
cussed changes that were suggested in order to 
improve next year’s community seder.  These 
suggestions included having some volunteers 
arrive at noon to begin the preparations, having 
one rangler for volunteers in the kitchen and 
one rangler in the social hall, and shifting from 
group seder plates to individual seder plates. 
In addition, the seder committee would like 
to affirm the idea of avoiding the handling of 
money on Shabbat and holy days by providing 
an alternative way to pay and proactive ways 
for this to be communicated to community 
members. 
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Highlights of CAA Annual Meeting 
June 14, 2017
Recognition, Leadership, and Finances.  The 
following people received special recognition 
at the annual meeting: Jessica Spear as the out-
going student representative on the board, Dale 
Rosenberg for volunteering her time as CAA 
education director,  Barbara Green for eighteen 
years of service in producing CAA’s Bulletin, 
and David Kochman as CAA’s outgoing presi-
dent. A new slate of officers was approved with 
an unanimous vote. Ronnie Brown, CAA’s new 
president, shared the story of her connection to 
Reconstructionist Judaism and shared her vision 
for CAA. Jeff Cohen presented the financial 
report. There have been no unexpected expens-
es and our investments are doing well. 

Jewish Education.  Rabbi Loewenthal reported 
on the success of the second year of the Sunday 
School’s Jewish heroes curriculum in which 
students learn about Jewish history, Torah, 
and Israel while developing critical thinking 
skills. This year’s focus was on Jewish scientists, 
including Maimonides, Einstein, and Rosalind 
Franklin. Much of the success of the religious 
school is due to the dedicated teachers and par-
ent volunteers. The course content is teacher-
originated material. In addition, we are also 
lucky to have very sweet students. 

Education director Dale Rosenberg presented 
the adult education report. Three different texts 
were studied in organized groups - Zohar, 
Mussar, and the parsha of the week. There 
has been a Torah Study group reading texts in 
Hebrew and translating, or in English. There 
have been two levels of adult Hebrew instruc-
tion offered. We have had two weekends of 
scholars in residence. The first was Udi Goren, 
an Israeli photographer sponsored by JFNH. 
The second weekend focused on Khalid and 
Sabeeha Rehman. The Rehmans spoke about 
the immigrant experience and gave a lecture on 
Islam 101 as part of the Nathan E. Cohen lecture 
series. CAA continues to offer a movie night, 
and the book club is really coming into its own. 
It offers a mix of fiction and nonfiction, and it 
regularly attracts 8 to 12 people.  There have 
been well-attended educational opportunities 
related to holidays: a Tu B’Shevat seder, several 
educational sessions on the Passover seder, and 

the Tikun Leyl Shavuot all-night study session. 
There was also a Jewish heritage tour of New 
England field trip with the Cheshire historical 
society. This summer, the book club will read 
an assortment of short stories. In the fall, the 
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire will be 
hosting a shlicha or emissary from Israel for 
the year, and CAA will have her for at least one 
weekend. 

Religious Practices Committee.  Scott Rodolitz 
reported on the status of the Torah scroll 
repairs. CAA has three old Torahs. The first 
Torah went out to be fixed and was returned. 
The scroll itself of the second Torah was fixed 
and repaired, but the handles need to be 
repaired. The third Torah, which is the most 
used Torah, requires the most work on the 
scroll. The Sofer will be able to start on it in 
July. We will have it back for High Holy Days. 
We should institute some program to make sure 
that a schedule is kept so that we know when 
Torahs have been cleaned. 

Website Demo.  Dale Rosenberg led a website 
demo. She said that the website was updated 
with two main goals -- to allow people who are 
searching for a synagogue in Keene an idea of 
what we are like and to provide our own mem-
bers with up-to-date information. We can do the 
updates ourselves. The website includes upcom-
ing events; Parsha commentary; a more flexible 
calendar;  previous bulletins; the ability to have 
people contact us; descriptions of different edu-
cational activities, holiday celebrations, and the 
rotating prayer services; a photo gallery, which 
is in development; and online donation capabil-
ity. The website was designed by Ed Harris of 
Ed Studios. The web address is www.keene-
synagogue.org.

Submitted by Andrea Levin, Recording Secretary

Annual Meeting -Member Reflections
At the Annual Meeting on June 14, 2017, attend-
ees were asked to respond to the following 
prompts:  Share something that was a highlight 
for you, of this year at Congregation Ahavas 
Achim or share something, in general, you 
value about Congregation Ahavas Achim.  

• I value the care & support we have for each 
other.  I feel so fortunate to have the adult 
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education opportunities, and 
the variety in those opportuni-
ties.  I attend services regularly 
and enjoy the variety.  I feel our 
Congregation is Vibrant and awe-
some.

• Movie night.
• Tight-knit sense of community & 

mutualistic understanding.
• I have a love affair with the peo-

ple, the families, and the way of 
life here at CAA.  It is a way of 
life for our children to be proud of 
and join in as they grow.

• Becoming a part of the caring con-
gregation through a conversion 
ceremony.

• Rabbi Amy was a great comfort.
• I appreciate the knowledge that 

there is a community here I can 
always return to, no matter how 
long I have been absent.  I always 
feel that I will be welcomed back 
with open arms.  I hope that this 
year I can find many more ways 
to give back to this wonderful 
community.  A highlight for me 
this year was being able to bring 
several of my friends to Simchat 
Torah, giving them the opportuni-
ty to experience a Jewish celebra-
tion and an important part of my 
life.  - Sarah Wendy

• The support you receive from the 
Jewish Community when people are in need 
for support.

• It is politically diverse.
• I value the beauty of our weekly Shabbat 

services, that they are varied, so comfortable, 
variety of music, good people to look forward 
to seeing! Value: The variety of offerings, the 
synagogue feels so vital & vibrant.

• Tikun Leyl Shavvot – with great speakers & 
wonderful camaraderie.

• I value that members of CAA show up when 
called upon to be there for each other.  Many 
members lost family members this year and 
we always had a minyan for Shiva.

Yahrzeits for July/August
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
7/8     Sarah Weiner 14 Tammuz     7/7 
7/10     Maurice Roth Katz 16 Tammuz      7/7
7/11 Betty Chorney 18 Tammuz      7/7
7/12 Isaac Hanan 18 Tammuz      7/7
7/12 Elizabeth Kaplan 18 Tammuz      7/7
7/12 Chari Komitzsky Siegal 18 Tammuz 7/7
7/14     Eva Tenofsky 20 Tammuz      7/14
7/16 Sara Rosen 22 Tammuz  7/14
7/19 Chaim Hollander 25 Tammuz  7/14   
7/21 Martin Bernstein 27 Tammuz      7/21
7/21 Myra Eichner 27 Tammuz      7/21
7/22 Kate Dweres 28 Tammuz    7/21 
7/25 Leo Berkowitz 2 Av     7/21
7/25 Norma Jean Holhut 2 Av      7/21
7/26 Jane New 3 Av   7/21
7/28 Mervin Rosenberg 5 Av 7/28
7/29 Evelyn Gold 6 Av 7/28
7/29 Lottie (Almas) Kotleroff 6 Av      7/28
7/31 Richard Samuel Stone 8 Av 7/28
8/6 Madeline Bernice Komitzsky 14 Av 8/4
8/10 Alton Hastings 18 Av 8/4
8/15 Samuel Bernstein 23 Av 8/11
8/30 Abraham Weinrieb 8 Elul 8/25
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

• Sharing Passover with the congregation and 
community and the Community Seder.

• Centennial Celebration.
• The Jewish community and how they reach 

out to people who are in need of support.  The 
thoughtfulness and kind gestures are most 
appreciated!

• I value...always feeling welcomed and sup-
ported.

• How the people genuinely care about one 
another & help out.  Example:  Shiva minyans

•The sense of community.
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Cycle of Life
Refuah Shlema to:
Jerry Weinrieb - wishes for a 
speedy recovery

Mazel Tov to:
Abby Spear, who was selected to attend the 
granted Great Jewish Books summer program 
for high school students at the Yiddish Book 
Center.  In July she will join “students who 
read for the love of reading and who are eager 
to discover the treasures of the Jewish canon”. 
Jess Spear for her graduation from Keene High 
School. Jess received the Keene High School 
Spanish World Language Book Award, and 
received honor cords for academic achieve-
ment from the Social Studies Department, the 
Cheshire Career Center for Computer Science, 
as well as for membership in the National 
Honor Society and the World Language Honor 
Society. She will be continuing her studies at 
Brandeis University, where she is planning to 
major in Sociology and Computer Science. 
Jori Platt for his graduation Cum Laude from 
UMass Amherst with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering. Jori will be continuing his studies 
for a Master's degree in Electrical Engineering 
at the University of California, San Diego 
(UCSD). 

 Donations
General Fund 
Helen Colby - in memory of Richard Roscoe 
Mercier
Eric Shimanoff - in memory of Joseph Zalman, 
Melanie McDonald's father. Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 

our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf. lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Gerald Eichner - in memory of his father, Albert 
David Eichner
Jerry & Rose Weinrieb – in memory of Jerry's 
mother and sister
Robert Gewanter – in memory of Marcia 
Gewanter
Marion Shapiro – in memory of Lillian Shapiro
Allen Hollander

Torah Repair Fund 
David Butler - in memory of Jacob Dylan Butler
Joleah MacKenzie - in memory of Jacob Dylan 
Butler
Barbara & Robin Dombrowski - in memory of 
Jacob Dylan Butler
Craig & Robin Sylvern - in memory of Burton 
Sylvern
Mitch & Ricki Greenwald - in memory of Leon 
and Zelda Rappaport
Sandy & David Kochman - in memory of Jacob 
Dylan Butler.

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Gary & Jane Shapiro - in memory of Rose 
Shapiro

Oneg Fund 
Gary & Jane Shapiro - in memory of Rose 
Shapiro
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

Monadnock OB GYN Associates, P.A.
Charles J. Seigel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Fletcher R. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.G.
Heather L. Arel., M.S.N., A.R.N.P.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

454 Old Street Road, STE. 302
Peterborough, New Hampshire 03458

Keene office hours available.

www.monadnockobgyn.com

APPOINTMENTS
603-924-9444

BILLING
603-924-3088


